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THE ROLE OF SPEECH ACTS IN LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT: A MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS OF 

NEOLOGISMS 
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Abstract: 

Language serves as the medium through which speech acts are executed and their functions realized. This 

study explores various dimensions of neologism analysis, recognizing neologisms as a fundamental driver of 

linguistic evolution in contemporary linguistics. The research examines aspects such as semantic word 

formation, integrative approaches, linguacultural perspectives, semantic-communicative functions, 

linguacognitive processes, functional-pragmatic roles, as well as psycholinguistic and sociolinguistic 

influences. Additionally, it investigates the significance of lexical units within. 
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Introduction  

Language is a dynamic system that evolves continuously and is influenced by social, cultural, and 

cognitive factors. One of the most significant indicators of linguistic change is the emergence of neologisms—

new lexical units that emerge to fulfill communicative and expressive needs. This article examines the role of 

speech acts in language development, particularly concerning neologisms, by considering multiple analytical 

perspectives, including semantic word formation, integrative approaches, linguacultural, semantic-

communicative, linguacognitive, functional-pragmatic, psycholinguistic, and sociolinguistic aspects. 

Neologisms and Semantic Word Formation. Neologisms arise through various mechanisms of word 

formation, such as derivation, compounding, borrowing, and semantic shifts. These new lexical units 

contribute to the expansion of language, enriching the lexicon and allowing for greater expressive potential. 

The semantic evolution of neologisms is often dictated by societal needs and technological advancements, 

leading to the creation of new terms that reflect emerging concepts and realities. 

An Integrative Approach to Language Learning. The integration of new lexical units into language 

learning processes requires a multifaceted approach. This includes exposure to authentic linguistic 

environments, engagement with multimedia sources, and the application of interactive teaching 

methodologies. By incorporating neologisms into pedagogical practices, learners enhance their lexical 

competence and develop a more nuanced understanding of contemporary language use. 

Linguacultural and Semantic-Communicative Aspects. The study of neologisms is closely linked to 

linguistic and cultural elements. Lexical innovations often carry cultural connotations that reflect shifts in 

societal attitudes, values, and technological advancements. Understanding the semantic-communicative 

functions of neologisms enables language users to interpret and employ these words effectively in various 

discourse contexts. The Linguacognitive Perspective on Neologisms. From a cognitive standpoint, neologisms 

play a crucial role in the mental processing of language. The formation and assimilation of new words involve 

cognitive strategies such as analogy, metaphorical thinking, and conceptual blending. These cognitive 

mechanisms facilitate language acquisition and contribute to the adaptability of linguistic competence. 

Functional-Pragmatic Analysis of Neologisms. A functional-pragmatic approach examines how 

neologisms serve communicative purposes in different contexts. New lexical units often emerge to address 

specific discourse needs, whether in scientific, technological, political, or social domains. Pragmatic analysis 

explores how speakers use neologisms to convey meaning, establish social identity, and navigate 

conversational norms. Psycholinguistic and Sociolinguistic Considerations. The psychological impact of 

neologisms on language users is significant, influencing perception, comprehension, and language production. 

Psycholinguistic research explores how individuals acquire, store, and retrieve new lexical items, as well as 

the cognitive effort required to process unfamiliar words. Sociolinguistically, neologisms reflect changes in 

social structures, identity formation, and group dynamics, as they often emerge in response to cultural shifts 

and technological innovations. 
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The Role of Speech Acts in Neologism Integration. Speech acts, as fundamental units of 

communication, play a critical role in the acceptance and dissemination of neologisms. The illocutionary force 

of new words determines their success in linguistic communities, influencing whether they gain widespread 

usage or remain ephemeral. The performative nature of speech acts in shaping linguistic conventions 

underscores the dynamic relationship between language users and evolving lexical structures. 

Conclusion. Neologisms serve as a driving force behind linguistic evolution, shaping the communicative 

landscape across diverse fields of human interaction. This article highlights the intricate processes underlying 

language development by analyzing neologisms through semantic, cognitive, pragmatic, and sociolinguistic 

lenses. Understanding these mechanisms is essential for linguists, educators, and language learners, as it 

fosters greater awareness of the dynamic interplay between speech acts, lexical innovation, and 

communicative competence in an ever-changing linguistic environment. 
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