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Abstract:

This paper investigates various methods of teaching children, emphasizing the importance of
aligning educational practices with developmental psychology and learning theories.
Understanding that children are diverse learners, this study categorizes effective teaching
methodologies into several key approaches: active learning, differentiated instruction, play-based
learning, and the integration of technology. This paper advocates for a holistic approach to
teaching children that combines these methodologies, fostering an environment conducive to
learning. By embracing active engagement, differentiation, play, and technology, educators can
better prepare children for the complexities of the modern world, nurturing not only academic
skills but also critical thinking, creativity, and social competencies. This multifaceted strategy
promises to enhance educational outcomes and promote lifelong learning in diverse populations
of children.
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Today, there are various approaches to teaching English to children. It is recognized that
not all methods yield quick results. In this article, I aim to highlight the most effective methods
that deliver the fastest outcomes for children. This study examines several approaches to child
education, highlighting how crucial it is to match instructional strategies with theories of learning
and developmental psychology. Given that kids learn in different ways, this study divides
effective teaching strategies into four main categories: play-based learning, differentiated
instruction, active learning, and technological integration.

By using practical exercises, group discussions, and problem-solving assignments, active
learning enables students to interact directly with the concepts and materials. By encouraging
critical thinking and teamwork, this approach enables kids to actively create knowledge rather
than just passively receiving it. The article cites studies that demonstrate how active engagement
improves comprehension and memory, making it an essential element of good instruction [2,21].

Based on students' skills, interests, and preferred methods of learning, differentiated
teaching adapts educational experiences to suit their diverse requirements. Each kid may be
given the assistance they need to succeed if teachers use flexible grouping, a variety of
evaluations, and individualized learning strategies. In addition to encouraging diversity, this
method gives students the confidence to take charge of their own education.

Younger learners benefit greatly from play-based learning, where both scheduled and
unstructured play activities foster creativity, social skills, and discovery. According to the article,
play is a crucial component of early childhood education since it promotes emotional health and
cognitive development.

The use of technology in the classroom is also examined, emphasizing the ways in which
digital resources might improve conventional teaching strategies. Personalized learning
experiences and new channels for interaction are made possible by the use of interactive software,
instructional games, and internet resources. The need of preparing teachers to successfully
integrate technology into their lesson plans is emphasized in the report [1, 12].
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Storytelling:

Engage young learners with age-appropriate stories, both oral and written. Encourage
them to retell these stories in their own words, which helps improve comprehension and expand
their vocabulary.

Songs and Rhymes:

Incorporating songs, rhymes, and chants into lessons is another effective method for
teaching English to young learners. Music aids in word retention, helps children recognize
language patterns, and makes the learning process fun.

Visual Aids:

Visual aids, such as colorful images, flashcards, and props, are especially beneficial when
teaching English to young learners. These tools help link words with visuals, making it easier for
children to retain new vocabulary.

Interactive Play:

Including language-based activities during playtime, like role-playing or using pretend
toys, can significantly enhance language learning. Encouraging conversation during play aligns
with children's natural developmental stages and learning preferences.

Repetition and Reinforcement:

Repeated exposure to vocabulary is crucial for reinforcing language skills. Teachers should
revisit words and phrases in different contexts to help students strengthen their understanding.

Language Games:

Language games are a great way to make learning enjoyable and effective. Teachers can
create games that involve activities like matching, sorting, or categorizing words, which helps
children develop their language skills in a playful environment.

Conversations and Dialogue:

Introducing conversational language and encouraging dialogues is key to teaching English.
By asking open-ended questions and listening actively to students' responses, teachers foster both
language production and comprehension. Conversations provide a meaningful context for
practicing listening, speaking, and understanding.

Routine and Consistency:

Establishing consistent routines is essential for creating a supportive learning environment.
Regular, predictable activities help young learners feel secure and confident, contributing to more
effective language development.

Incorporating Technology:

Educational apps and websites can make learning English more engaging for tech-savvy
children. Interactive digital tools enhance the learning experience, providing dynamic and
appealing resources for young learners.

Positive Reinforcement:

Using praise and positive reinforcement helps motivate young learners. Recognizing their
achievements and efforts encourages them to continue learning, creating a positive and
supportive classroom atmosphere.

You may be familiar with some of these strategies from your child’s classroom or special
education teachers. If not, it's a good idea to ask teachers if they use these techniques and how
you might adapt them for home use. Here’s a closer look at these strategies and how they support
children with diverse learning needs.

Wait Time

"Wait time" (also called "think time") refers to a brief pause—usually between three to
seven seconds —after a teacher asks a question or provides information. Instead of immediately
calling on students, the teacher waits, allowing all students time to process and respond.

Multisensory Instruction

Multisensory instruction involves engaging multiple senses to help children learn.
Teachers may use touch, movement, sight, and hearing to present information in a way that
appeals to various learning styles, making the material more accessible.

Modeling

Children often learn best by observing actions. In the "I Do, We Do, You Do" approach, the
teacher first demonstrates a task (e.g., solving a math problem), then invites students to work
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through it together, and finally lets them try on their own. This step-by-step modeling helps build
confidence and understanding.

Graphic Organizers

Graphic organizers are visual tools that display information or show connections between
ideas. These tools help students organize what they’ve learned or need to do, and they provide
additional support for learners who struggle with processing information [4].

One-on-One and Small Group Instruction

Teachers often adjust the size of their teaching groups based on the needs of the students.
Some lessons are taught to the whole class, while others are more effective in smaller groups or
one-on-one settings. For children with learning differences, these smaller, more focused
interactions can be especially beneficial.

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Strategies

UDL is an approach that provides flexible ways for all students to learn and demonstrate
their understanding. These strategies allow children to access materials, engage with content, and
express what they’ve learned in different ways, which is particularly helpful for students with
varied learning needs [5].

Some of the key methods and techniques:

Acknowledge Feelings method: Instead of dismissing a child's feelings, acknowledge them
by naming and validating those emotions. This helps children feel heard and understood.

Use Simple and Specific Instructions method: Give clear and specific instructions so
children understand exactly what is expected of them.

Encourage Autonomy and Problem-Solving method: Instead of solving all of the problems
for children, encourage them to think through problems and come up with solutions.

Offer Choices method: Giving children choices helps them feel empowered and encourages
cooperation. The choices should be limited and appropriate for the situation.

This is also suggested that the factors which teachers should take into account when
designing or adapting materials for different language learners, and present a set of guidelines for
preparing effective and benficial materials for teaching and learning English[1,3].

Use Praise Wisely method: Instead of generic praise, focus on specific behaviors or efforts
to help the child feel proud of their actions [7].

Set Limits Firmly but Kindly method: Set boundaries in a way that is calm and firm,
without anger or frustration. This helps children respect the limits while feeling secure.

Engage in Reflective Listening method: Reflect back what the child says to show you're
listening and to help them understand their own thoughts and feelings [32,2].
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