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Abstract

This article explores the potential of Phenomenon-Based Learning
(PhenoBL) for improving high school students' oral communication
skills. It outlines the principles, practical advantages, and effective
ways to implement this innovative Finnish educational approach into
language classrooms. Practical examples and insights from real
classroom experiences highlight the benefits of PhenoBL in
motivating students, fostering collaboration, and enhancing their
ability to communicate effectively in real-life situations. Additionally,
the article presents findings from a study conducted at Samarkand
State Institute of Foreign Languages, providing empirical support for
the effectiveness of PhenoBL.
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Introduction

Developing strong oral
communication skills in students has
become more crucial than ever. With
globalization  driving international
interactions, students must be equipped
to speak confidently and fluently in
various social and academic situations.
One educational approach that has
recently gained global attention for
effectively addressing these needs is
Phenomenon-Based Learning
(PhenoBL), pioneered in Finland and
praised for its ability to inspire real-
world language skills.

Phenomenon-Based Learning
(PhenoBL) is an educational approach
where students learn by studying real-
life phenomena rather than isolated
subjects. It integrates  multiple
disciplines around a common, intriguing
phenomenon—such as climate change,
technological advancements, or cultural
diversity—encouraging
investigate these topics collaboratively.
of teaching
methods where subjects are taught
separately, PhenoBL immerses students
in meaningful activities requiring active
collaboration, and
communication. This method
significantly enhances oral skills by
placing language use into authentic

students to

Instead traditional

discussion,

contexts, prompting students to
communicate more naturally and
effectively.

Principles and Benefits of PhenoBL
for Oral Skills

PhenoBL is grounded in several key
principles, each contributing uniquely
to oral language development:

Integration of Subjects:

Students
drawing knowledge

discuss phenomena

from history,
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geography, science, arts, and more,
enriching  their and
communicative

vocabulary
strategies across
diverse contexts.

Student-Centered Approach:

Learners guide discussions based on
their interests and questions, naturally
stimulating their conversational fluency
and confidence in speaking.

Real-world Authenticity:

Authentic tasks such as debates,
presentations, or role-play simulations
encourage express
themselves clearly and persuasively.

Collaborative Interaction:

Teamwork and peer interaction build
interpersonal communication skills vital
for social and academic success.

Research and classroom experiences
confirm that PhenoBL leads to
increased student engagement,
improved confidence, and significant
oral proficiency improvements.

Implementing PhenoBL in Language
Classrooms: Practical Insights

Teachers looking to adopt PhenoBL
for language instruction can consider
the following practical approaches:

students to

Class Discussions on Real-world
Issues:
Begin lessons  with engaging

phenomena (e.g., environmental crises,
global culture) to
discussions and debates.

stimulate active

Role-play and Simulation Activities:

Allow students to experience real-life
situations—Ilike
negotiations, job interviews, or news
reporting—helping apply
language skills practically.

international

them

Presentation and  Project-based
Tasks:

Encourage students to research
phenomena and present findings,




Journal of Language Pedagogy and Innovative Applied Linguistics

boosting their skills and
critical thinking.
Peer Collaboration and Group Work:
Group  projects
phenomena provide a

environment where students practice

speaking

centered on

supportive

oral communication naturally and
collaboratively.
Classroom  Example: Discussing

Climate Change through PhenoBL

A practical example
PhenoBL'’s effectiveness: students were
assigned a project on climate change,
requiring them to explore scientific
data, political implications, and social
responsibilities. They prepared
presentations, engaged in debates, and
participated in role-play simulations of
international conferences.

Throughout the project, students not
only enriched their language abilities

illustrates

but also gained valuable skills in
argumentation, persuasion, and
teamwork. Teachers reported

noticeable improvements in students’
fluency, vocabulary usage, and overall
communicative confidence.

Insights from Research Conducted at
Samarkand State Institute of Foreign
Languages

To empirically the
effectiveness of PhenoBL, a research
project was conducted at Samarkand
State Institute of Foreign Languages
(SamSIFL). The research involved two
groups of high school students: an
experimental group using PhenoBL-
based instruction and a control group
following traditional teaching methods.

The experiment lasted for three
months. Both groups underwent pre-
and post-tests
vocabulary

validate

assessing
pronunciation

fluency,
range,
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accuracy, and overall communicative
competence.

Research Procedure:

Experimental Group:
PhenoBL methodology
thematic projects such as globalization,
cultural identity, environmental
protection, and digital technologies.
Students worked collaboratively, using
interactive tasks, presentations,
debates, and role-play scenarios.

Control Group: Followed a standard,
textbook-based curriculum emphasizing
grammar exercises, isolated speaking
practice, and vocabulary memorization.

Research Findings:

Results from SamSIFL demonstrated
significant advantages for the PhenoBL
approach:

Improvement The
experimental group showed an average
of 35%,
compared to 12% in the control group.

Vocabulary and Language Accuracy:
Students using PhenoBL achieved a
28% higher improvement rate
vocabulary richness and pronunciation
accuracy.

Student Motivation and Engagement:
Surveys indicated that 90% of students
in the experimental group felt
motivated and enthusiastic about
language learning, compared to 50% in
the traditional group.

Teacher
reported increased active participation,
better interpersonal communication,
and heightened among
students who experienced PhenoBL.

Table 1. Comparison of Oral

Communication Skill Development:

PhenoBL vs. Traditional Method

Applied
involving

in  Fluency:

fluency  improvement

in

Observations: Educators

confidence
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Control consistently show that PhenoBL
Experimental L )
Skl Group Group significantly enhances students' oral
Indicators (PhenoBL), % (Traditional), communication skills. Teachers observe
improvement % students becoming more confident,
improvement . i . . . .
actively participating in discussions,
Fluency 35% 12% and demonstrating increased
Vocabulary 28% 10% motivation. Students appreciate this
richness ) . .
method’s authenticity, making language
Pronunciation 28% 9% learning enjoyable, meaningful, and
accuracy .
effective.
Smd_ent_ Phenomenon-Based Learning
motivation
and 90% 50% (PhenoBL) emerges as a powerful
engagement educational strategy for developing high
Active school students' oral communication
classroom 88% 52% skills. By connecting language learning
participation to authentic, interdisciplinary, and
Note: Percentages indicate average meaningful  real-world  phenomena,
improvements observed over a three- PhenoBL prepares students not only
month research period at SamSIFL. linguistically but also empowers them
The SamSIFL research confirmed to engage confidently and competently
that PhenoBL effectively motivates in global conversations. The success
students, fosters deeper understanding, documented at Samarkand = State
and enhances real-world Institute  of  Foreign  Languages
communication skills, clearly highlights PhenoBL’s transformative
supporting wider adoption of this potential, encouraging further research
method in Uzbekistan’s educational and  adoption across educational
context. institutions in Uzbekistan and beyond.
Classroom experiences, supported by
research  conducted at SamSIFL,
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